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SCRIBBLES FROM THE EDITOR
JESUS VINCENT CARBON III

“This is it pansit!”

So goes the favorite street idiom of us Filipinos in referring to 
a superlative experience whenever confronted with a good-for-
you situation. Aptly said, this is my concluding scribbles for our 
Governor’s Monthly Newsletter (GML). The last 12 months of 
publishing the GML is best describe with one word—EDUCATING! 
I learned a ton about Rotary.  More so, it was a privileged to be 
a part of this amazing passage of time with DG Oliver and his 
World Class Team of District Officers and Club Presidents.  I am 
immensely grateful for the opportunity given to serve the District 
and in the years to come, bask in the distinct honor bestowed 
upon me by DG Oliver.

Publishing the GML was an appreciated challenge.  The 
encompassing challenges made me learned a lot about Rotary in a 
way that I could not have absorbed under ordinary circumstances.  
I remember an anecdote told by our District Secretary Emilio 
Aquino. In one of our several KFC meetings, DS/PP Emilio 
recounted that when PDG James Makasiar took the helm of our 
District, he was asked to take a pick between the responsibility of 
being the District Secretary or that of a GML Editor-in-Chief. DS/
PP Emil chose the latter believing that it would be an undemanding 
task.  It was not, he said.  I concur DS/PP Emilio’s observation, 
having been the Editor-in-Chief of our GML for the last 12 months.  
Those months were replete with exacting efforts along the way 
in putting out the GML.  Nonetheless, DG Oliver and I, being the 
Publisher and Editor respectively, we took the challenges head on 
and rose to the occasion called for.  We seized the day! Aprovecha 
el dia!

Looking back as we end the last day of the month of June, beyond 
doubt and without question, the tenure of DG Oliver Ong 
afforded us all to Enjoy Rotary! and Be A Gift To The World!

P.S. 

I am looking forward to have a cup of coffee with DG Ong and in retrospect, hark back to the year 
that was.  But, I am not excluding the idea that it can be over a few bottles of beer, whichever is 
best. Or, invite him to our house for a simple home-cooked dinner and cap the night with a cup of 
coffee over an unobstructed view of my barangay neighborhood under a moonlit-starry night.  
Gov, the karaoke machine and the char-broil grill awaits you at the roof deck.
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K.R. “Ravi”Ravindran
RI President 2015-16
Rotary Club of Colombo
Sri Lanka

To serve as president of Rotary International is a 
colossal undertaking, one that cannot be truly 
conveyed in images or words. It is a wall of flame 
that will burn forever in my memory, dancing with 
light, shifting in shadow.  ”

“

British writer and Royal Air Force pilot Roald Dahl was also an avid 
photographer who carried his beloved Zeiss camera on his many 
adventures. At a time when each photograph had to be laboriously 

developed by hand, on film or glass plate negatives, he amassed a 
collection of hundreds of images. In later years, these photographs served 
as a visual record of his travels, a way to document his experiences and 
share them with others. Yet he always spoke of his memories as being far 
more vivid than the photographs could ever reflect. So many events and 
experiences, he said, were simply impossible to capture; they could not 
be adequately conveyed in images or words.

Language may fail, and photographs fade; minds are fallible, and details 
are lost. But some experiences, as Dahl said, never dim; they stand out 
in our memories, even after decades, as a wall of flame. They rear up 
forever over the landscape of our past, dividing our lives into what came 
before and what came after.

That metaphor has stayed with me throughout the past year as I have 
traveled the world for Rotary. For indeed, this entire year has stood, and 
will always stand, as a wall of flame in my mind, dividing my life into 
before and after.

When I think back over these 12 months, I see a bright kaleidoscope 
of images cascading before my eyes, day after day, week after week. 
The anxious parents in Chandigarh, India, hovering at the bedside of 

the child recovering from lifesaving heart 
surgery. The bright flags of Nepal fluttering 
over an entire village that had been rebuilt 
after the devastating earthquake. The 
feeling of awe in St. Peter’s Square at the 
Jubilee of Rotarians celebrated by Pope 
Francis. Joyful gatherings around the 
world, in so many countries, in so many 
languages – with friends I had never before 

met, my brothers and sisters in Rotary.

To serve as president of Rotary International is a colossal undertaking, 
one that cannot be truly conveyed in images or words. It is a wall of 
flame that will burn forever in my memory, dancing with light, shifting 
in shadow. A thousand images jostle together in my mind, a thousand 
recollections, a thousand emotions. Together, they form a great mosaic; 
together, they show the bright and glorious work of your hands.

As this Rotary year draws to a close, I am prouder than ever to be part of 
this great organization: one that makes the world not poorer, but richer; 
replaces despair with hope; raises up those whom fate has brought low; 
and is a gift to so many, while allowing each of us to Be a Gift to the 
World.
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Oliver “Ver” Ong, MPHF
District Governor 2015-16

Rotary Club of Zamboanga City

Your enthusiastic response to be a gift to the world 
is definitely inspiring and has touched many people.  
You made us proud on how you initiated projects to 
help address various community concerns. ”“

AN EXCITING ROTARY YEAR!

What an exciting year!  

It’s been a wonderful year of leadership, inspiration, commitment, 
continuity, initiative, perseverance, teamwork, generosity and pure fun.

All these aptly described our actions during “Our Year Together” that 
moved us across the district from North to South to push Rotary service 
forward and to new heights.  

Your enthusiastic response to be a gift to the world is definitely inspiring 
and has touched many people.  You made us proud on how you initiated 
projects to help address various community concerns.  

A feeding program restoring the health of the school children shows 
that Rotary cares. A donation of computers, printers and books shows 
that Rotary shares.  Having constructed school buildings in Pagadian 
and Northern Iloilo show that Rotary brings hope.  Our timely disaster 
response to typhoon and fire victims shows Rotary serving humanity.

Rotary is all about exchanging ideas and taking action by leaders.  We 
cannot simply stand by and do nothing in the face of many challenges 
affecting many lives in the world.  As Donald H. McGannon puts it, 
“Leadership is Action, Not Position”.  It is heartwarming to see our 
district and club leaders leading and inspiring clubs and members to 

do more, give more and serve more.  No 
challenges therefore, are insurmountable.  

As I end my term as your District Governor, 
I look back and cherish the great people 
working with me for a more vibrant and 
responsive District.  My sincere gratitude 
to our 11 hardworking Assistant Governors 

for having done a great job! They were always 
one step ahead of me.  

A big, big thanks to our District TRF team that did an awesome job 
in bringing in contributions that reached a new level.  My sincere 
appreciation to our District Trainer for the superb training programs 
that engage our members to be better Rotarians!  Cheers to our Discon 
Chair for a World Class District Conference, giving our delegates the 
opportunity to Enjoy Zamboanga and Enjoy Rotary.  

Our GML Editor never failed to amaze and delight me with his creative 
works and writing skills.  Every issue gets me excited and simply a 
keepsake.     To our District Team, you brought with you the discipline 
and values that moved our District forward.  Thank you so, so much for 
a superb job in pushing the programs of Rotary.  
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To our World Class Presidents, thank you for your 
leadership and inspiration.  And to all Rotarians and 
Rotary Spouses, thank you for your dedication and 
support.   

At the start of our Rotary year, I promised you that no 
clubs will be left behind and I did almost everything 
to inspire our members to be “a Rotarian”, and not 
just a member.  I was practically living in a suitcase 
from June, 2015 to June 2016 to visit clubs often and 
to be of service to them.   

As R.I. President Ravi Ravindran said:  “This is our 
time and we only have 366 days to do everything 
we need to do to make people feel Rotary’s love and 

presence”.  We lost no time and not a day wasted.

It was an enjoyable and an inspiring journey 
for me, and I beam with pride of our collective 
accomplishments.  It was worth all the efforts and the 
sacrifices.  I will treasure our time together, for your 
friendships and our shared values.  

By sharing our gifts in many ways, we become 
relevant and worthy to be called Rotarians.  Let us 
continue to be a gift to the world as we enter another 
year of Rotary serving Humanity.

Thank you for the rare privilege and the trust given 
to me to serve as your World Class District Governor.   

•	 What satisfaction did you gain in serving 
as district governor?

It has been a great pleasure for me to serve as 
District Governor of D-3850. Each day is filled with 
excitement and a sense of mission.  Overall, my term 
is marked with continuity, harmony, service and 
fun, something that I am extremely happy about. 

I devoted much time to inspire my fellow Rotarians 
to do more, to give more and to take concrete 
actions to be a gift to the world.  In turn, they 
equally inspired me with their enthusiastic responses 
to the call and I am just gratified.  

All figures are up… in Membership, TRF contributions, 
Global Grant projects, RCCs, Rotaract and Interact 
clubs. Annual Fund Giving is all-time high. Our District 
continues to be very active in the Youth Exchange 
program. Club projects are varied, meaningful and 
touching lives. 

I derived so much satisfaction in seeing happy 
Rotarians in club meetings having fun and discussing 
their next projects.  It touched me to see happiness 
on the faces of patients being treated, of a physically 
challenged receiving a wheelchair, students receiving 
books and computers, schools receiving classrooms 
and WASH facilities, communities receiving health 
support facilities, youth being mentored and many 
more.

Much is given and much is expected.  It is in giving 
that we find true happiness, especially when it 

transforms lives.

•	 What is your legacy to your district?

I am very happy to hand over a vibrant and a 
stronger District 3850 to DGE Ronnie Gabalda.  The 
District Team worked hard to ensure that no clubs 
were left behind in terms of trainings, seminars, 
Grant approvals, computer distribution and service 
opportunities.   Rotarians, in turn, responded 
enthusiastically and served well.

It is a humbling yet a very fulfilling experience to be 
a District Governor.  I consider myself as a Servant 
leader and a Lead Volunteer, and as volunteers, we 
are all equal in Rotary.  Being a District Governor 
does not make me any superior than anyone.

I leave a humble legacy of being an energetic and a 
hardworking Governor, having led District 3850 from 
Boracay to Bongao, to give their best to be a gift to 
the world, and promoted continuity and harmony in 
the District.  

Muchisimas Gracias for the opportunity, the trust 
and the support!

•	 What are your plans after your term?

After a short break, I will have my hands full in 
serving Rotary as I serve as District Chair for Rotary 
Friendship Exchange Committee in RY 2016-17. 

I then assume as the District Rotary Foundation 
Committee Chair in RY 2017-2020.

MY INTERVIEW WITH PHILIPPINE ROTARY MAGAZINE
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100% Paul Harris Fellow Club

Rotary Club of Zamboanga City
Club President: Raymond Gaspar “RG” Sator

!

!

T O P   1   D I S T R I C T
WITH THE HIGHEST SUBSCRIPTION

PERCENTAGE OF 77.20%

D-3850 
got the highest subscription percentage on 
the Philippine Rotary Magazine among the 

10 Philippine  RI Districts.
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The book THE PURPOSE DRIVEN LIFE by Rick 
Warren says, “God specializes in giving people a 
fresh start.” This has been proven by so excited 

District Governor Oliver Ong at the inception of his 
term.   Wrapped with much excitement, he claimed 
that he is fortunate that the World Class Presidents 
are all excited to lead their respective Clubs to make 
the year more significant and full of action. Equally, he 
said that he is happy to inherit a stronger District with 
a vision of uniting and harmonizing Rotarians more 
through the years. 

Driven by a purpose which was anchored from an 
inspiring Rotary Year Theme “BE A GIFT TO THE 
WORLD,” Gov. Oliver had been radiating inspiration 
to the 53 Clubs in the District in all his club visits. 
Near or far, no clubs had been unsupported and left 
behind. Believing that distance can be conquered by 
technology, his emails dominated the INBOX of emails 
of Club Presidents and I believed that of the District 
Officers in all levels as well.  Rotary reading materials 
like the GML and Rotary reporting were made online 
through the Rotary Central. Gov. Oliver’s high tech 
leadership had made the Rotary world smaller and 
interconnected.

One thing I knew about Gov. Oliver… he is a knowledge 
enthusiast! Most of the time, he loves to ask questions 
and afterwards jokingly say that he will give an 
exam—a best indication that Rotarians, especially 
Club Presidents, must be knowledgeable at all times 
in order to be capacitated and effective. Making phone 
calls and sending text messages to know the progress 
of club activities had been a part of his routine.

We link culturally assertiveness to success, good 
leadership and getting ahead.  Gov. Oliver Ong is known 
for that. He always yearns for preferred results. Some 
might think that he is a persistent District Governor, 
but Rotarians always want a story to tell-- grasping 
his persona from a different perspective up close and 
personal.  Inspiring comes differently from demanding. 

Inspiring creates a sense of motivation that every new 
and difficult task is a character-building opportunity, 
and the more difficult it is, the greater the potential 
for building spiritual muscles and moral fiber. 

In Rotary, Rotarians need to accept and embrace 
new and difficult tasks because it will lead us to our 
purpose—to GO FORTH AND SERVE… to make a 
genuine difference in the lives of others because the 
only really happy people are those who have learned 
how to serve. Focusing on ourselves will never reveal 
our life’s purpose. Without purpose, life is a motion 
without meaning, activity without direction and 
events without reason. Without a purpose, life is 
insignificant, petty and pointless. More importantly, 
when anything in creation fulfills its purpose, it brings 
joy to God.

I cannot forget when Gov. Oliver said in his State of 
the District Address that his term is marked with 
continuity, harmony and enjoyment in serving the 
District and that there will be more travels for him to 
visit Clubs even after the District Conference. For the 
Rotary Club of Ozamiz North, we were honored when 
Gov. Oliver visited our Club last June 25, 2016. A simple 
act from Gov. Oliver in which we took pride in.   Seldom 
for a District Governor to visit Clubs as his term ends.  
Still so excited to further build continuity, harmony 
and enjoyment and recognize result-producing clubs.  
He is true to his words. We really had a great time 
dancing with him to the tune of his patent soundtrack 
“IM SO EXCITED” that speaks of well of him. Above 
the enjoyment and fun, we will forever cherish and be 
inspired by the GOVERNOR’s SEAL OF DISTINCTION 
AWARD he extended to RC Ozamiz North. Thank 
you Gov. Oliver for the lasting inspiration. As a Club 
President and  in my  quest to become a GIFT  TO THE 
WORLD, I WISH TO SINCERELY THANK YOU FOR 
BEING A GIFT TO ME. You are such an AWESOME 
District Governor in an AWESOME Rotary Year. Thank 
you very much. God bless you! God bless Rotary!

AWESOME DG… AWESOME ROTARY YEAR!
by

Pres. Cristy Saplot
Rotary Club of Ozamiz North
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SOME THOUGHTS ABOUT DISTRICT GOVERNOR OLIVER N. ONG
by

Pres. Gardenia De Erit
Rotary Club of Bacolod Central

He is a man of few words, lots of actions, full of 
wisdom, abundance, smiling face/eyes.  His 
leadership is imbued with gentleness and 

subtlety.  OLIVER:  O – outstanding, L – leader, I – 
inspiring, V – vibrant, E – enthusiastic/excellent and 
R – Rotarian!

Among his shared wisdom which I will not forget: 
“Enjoy and savor your presidency.  You’ve got 366 
days and one second only. Being a president is once-
in-a-lifetime only, so make the most of it.  Level up 
(anything that could improve your club, go for it).  
Reach out to all your members and live the RY 2015 – 
16 theme Be a gift to the world.” 

From the very start of my term, beginning with my 
attendance at the Multi–PETS at Marriot Hotel in  
Cebu City, Gov. Oliver gave me and my World Class 
Classmates a road map-- our vision and our goals and 
what do we want to achieve during our term.  Above 
all, each World Class President had a privilege photo 
opportunity taken together with him as District 
Governor and with  RI President  RY 2015 –16, KR 
“Ravi” Ravindran.  It was a great inspiration and 
motivation for me.  Likewise, by the time, we finished 
our DISTAS in Bacolod before start of our term, Gov. 
Oliver made sure that each Club President has her/his 
own complete gear consisting of the District Planner 
that included the Thrust for RY 2015–16; schedule of 
activities; Directory of the District 3850; a token for 
each Club President—scarf for the ladies and neck 
tie for men as distinction; and a token Rotary pin to 
all members. Thus, when my term started last July 1, 
2015, my needed tools and equipment were complete. 
It helped me in implementing Club projects one at 
a time.  In between, when the going got rough, we 
sought inspiration from the messages contained in the 
District Planner from Rotary Founder Paul Harris, RI 
President Ravi Ravindran and District 3850 Governor 
Oliver N. Ong.   

All throughout my term as President of our Rotary 
Club, Gov. Oliver knew what our projects or activities 
were as we submit to him our President’s Monthly 
Report.  I constantly felt his presence by way of his 
calls, text messages, emails and his Club visits.  DG 
Oliver not  only visited us once but many times.   DG 

Oliver relished every moment eating the world-
famous local staple of Bacolod Chicken Inasal.  
Another thing, we were awed by his extraordinary 
ability to recall the name and even the nickname of 
every Rotarian he met.  Even on a short notice and 
no matter how hectic his schedule was whenever his 
in town, the Council of Presidents of Zones 5, 6 & 7 
were always there to meet him; eager and excited to 
listen, exchange ideas, interact and most, enjoy his 
company.  

Humbly speaking, our club is noted as a fun loving 
club especially when it comes dance presentation. 
For quite sometime,  we did not submit bid book of 
our projects.  In my case, since Gov. Oliver said that 
we should level up, we then submitted our projects. 
Our club bidded in four (4) categories and bagged  all 
four during the District Conference in Zamboanga 
City last March.  Four of four.  Another milestone of 
our Club, who just celebrated it’s 20th Anniversary.

Gov. Oliver saw to it that he gave his best World Class 
treatment and performance to our Club as well as 
the other Clubs in the District, from beginning to 
the end.  Thus, it was no surprise that the District 
Conference was a memorable one and a ton of fun 
from our arrival until our departure.

His recent words of wisdom as  we will  turn over 
our baton of leadership to our successor was,  “you 
don’t have to fade away. Be there on whatever help, 
mentorship or support you could extend for continuity 
and a much better Rotary.”  Sure, Gov. Oliver!  For 
now I am part of the CPP–NPA group-- Council of 
Past Presidents, Never President Again.  Our new 
role now is to develop new leaders for future Club 
Presidents.

To you dear Gov. Oliver and to Lady Carol, thank 
you so much!  You are indeed an inspiration which 
made my  life as Club President very  memorable, 
enjoyable.  Before I knew it, my “366 days and one 
second” is over.  You are a gift to me for you made me 
love Rotary more and all the more excited to share 
Rotary to others, as our theme says Be A Gift To The 
World.”  May God bless us all, Rotarians! 
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GLOBAL GRANTS OF RI DISTRICT 3850



14 | GML June 2016



GML June 2016 | 15

WHAT THEY SUPPORT

Global grants can fund these activities:
•	 Humanitarian projects
•	 Scholarships for graduate-level academic 

studies
•	 Vocational training teams, which are groups of 

professionals who travel abroad either to teach 
local professionals about a particular field or 
to learn more about their own

HOW TO USE THEM
A key feature of global grants is partnership, be-
tween the district or club where the activity is car-
ried out and a district or club in another country. 
Both sponsors must be qualified before they can 
submit an application.

To be successful, your application must:
•	 Be sustainable and include plans for long-term 

success after the global grant funds have been 
spent

•	 Include measurable goals
•	 Align with one of our areas of focus
•	 Respond to real community needs
•	 Actively involve Rotarians and community 

members
•	 Meet the eligibility requirements in the grants 

terms and conditions

Applications are accepted throughout the year 
and reviewed as they are received.

HOW THEY’RE FUNDED
The minimum budget for a global grant activity is 
$30,000. The Foundation’s World Fund provides a 
minimum of $15,000 and maximum of $200,000. 
Clubs and districts contribute District Designated 
Funds (DDF) and/or cash contributions that the 
World Fund matches. DDF is matched at 100% 
and cash is matched at 50%.

GLOBAL GRANTS

Global grants support large international activities with sustainable, measurable outcomes in Rotary’s 
areas of focus. Grant sponsors form international partnerships that respond to real community needs.
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District  Governor Elect 
Ronnie Gabalda of RC Iloilo 
South represented District 
3850, in behalf of DG Oliver 
Ong,  at the District Conference 
of D3840 in Taiwan.
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AROUND THE
DISTRICT WITH

GOV. OLIVER
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